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What is the Centre for Health and Population Research
(ICDDR,B) ?

ICDDR,B, or "The Centre", was established in 1978 as the successor to the
Cholera Research Laboratory, which had been created in 1960 to study the
epidemiology, treatment, and prevention of cholera, The Centre is an
independent, international, non-profit organization for research, education,
training, and clinical service,

Located in Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh, the Centre is the only truly international health research
institution based in a developing country, Research findings developed at the Centre provide guidelines
for policy makers, implementing agencies, and health professionals in Bangladesh and around the globe,
Researchers at the Centre have made major scientific achievements in diarrhoeal disease control, maternal
and child health, nutrition, and population sciences. These significant contributions have been recognised
worldwide,

The Centre is governed by a distinguished multinational Board of Trustees comprIsmg researchers,
educators, public health administrators, and representatives of the Government of Bangladesh, The Board
appoints a Director and Division Directors who head the four scientific divisions and the support divisions
of Finance and Administration,

The Clinical Sciences Division provides health services at two hospitals, undertakes clinical and nutrition
research, and trains Bangladeshi physicians and other health professionals in the clinical management of
diseases and in research methodology,

The Community Health Division, composed of public health professionals, anthropologists, economists,
environmental engineers, and nutritionists, studies community-based approaches to improving health and
reducing fertility, This Division is responsible for the Maternal and Child Health-Family Planning (MCH-
FP) Project, which studies health service delivery systems in rural Matlab; the Centre's social and
behavioural research programme; the Epidemic Control Preparedness Programme; the Environmental
Health Programme; and the Matlab Clinical Research Programme,

The Laboratory Sciences Division has a research programme with branches in enteric bacteriology,
molecular biology, bacterial genetics, environmental microbiology, histopathology, immunology, virology,
parasitology, and biochemistry and nutrition; and a laboratory service programme with branches in
bacteriology and clinical pathology, bio-chemistry and microbiology,

The Population and Family Planning Division includes the Demographic Surveillance System (DSS)which
collects longitudinal data on a population of about 200,000as a basis for a variety of health and family
planning studies; the two (urban and rural) MCH-FP Extension Projects which undertake operations
research and offer technical assistance to the Government of Bangladesh and Non-government
Organizations in implementing the Centre's research findings; and the Population Studies Centre,

The Centre operates an IBM4361 mainframe computer with eight megabytes (MB)of real memory and an
on-line storage capacity of 3,000 MB, It is connected to 25 terminals, This system provides a capacity to
























































































































