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Bangladesh offers valuable lessons in 
combating kala-azar
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Accelerating access to universal health coverage 

Bacteria cocktail in street foods 

Dhaka will be sixth largest mega city in 2030

Mobile phones to help Ebola vaccine trials
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Visceral leishmaniasis, also known as kala-azar, is the 
world's second biggest parasitic killer after malaria and a 
neglected tropical disease. South Asia is one of the most 
heavily affected regions. Bangladesh's successful 
nation-wide elimination programme has resulted in rapid 
decline of new cases and a near zero mortality rate, which 
offers valuable lessons for other countries. Moreover, clinical 
trials by icddr,b researchers are assembling proof for a new, 
easy to administer and effective drug to provide treatment on 
a large scale in remote, resource poor settings.

icddr,b is an international 
health research organisation 
based in Bangladesh and 
addressing the world’s most 
important public health 
concerns.

Bridging the knowledge gap in 
global malnutrition

What is the state of mental health 
in Bangladesh?
A new systematic review led by icddr,b finds 
that mental health disorders in Bangladesh 
are a serious but overlooked problem. Better 
data, awareness and more mental health 
practitioners are needed to address the 
unmet needs for mental health care.

Transform Nutrition, a five-year multi-country 
project, aims to improve nutrition outcomes in 
developing countries by filling knowledge 
gaps, mobilising stakeholders across sectors 
and ensuring prioritisation of nutrition in the 
development agenda. 

Read more

Empowering village doctors to 
improve health care in rural settings 
Two new icddr,b studies examine the role and 
practice of village doctors in providing health 
care in rural Bangladesh. They find that better 
education, training and access to information 
is needed to improve quality of care provided 
by village doctors. 

Read more

icddr,b scientist recognised for 
evaluating TB diagnosis technology 
Grand Challenges Canada has awarded a 
Stars in Global Health grant to icddr,b 
scientist Dr Md Zeaur Rahim to evaluate 
electronic nose technology as a point-of-care 
test for early detection of tuberculosis among 
slum dwellers.
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