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Th. members oi the Board of Trustees of the ICDDR,B and Mr, Zagorrn called on'Presjdent Ziaur Bahman at Eangabhaban.
From left to right: Prof. A. C. M. Badruddoza Chowdhury, Dr. O. M. Solandt, Dr. J. Holmgren. Prof. M. A. Matin, Dr. V. Bamalingaswami.
Dr, J. Sulianti Saroso, Dr. C. C. J. Carpenter, President Ziaur Rahman, Prof. L. J. Mata, Dr, M. K. Were, Dr. W. Henry Mosley, Mr. M.K. Anwar,
Dr. Albert Zahra, Or. Gavin W. Jones and Mr. Bernard Zagorin
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HIGH LEVEL UNESCO
EXPERT TEAM VISITS

ICDDR,B
A high level UNESCO Expert

Team led' by Dr. E. O. Daddario,
Ex-Congressman and president of
the United States Association f or

(contd. page 4)

SWISS SCIENTIST
ICDDR,B

VISITS

Dr. N. Gyr, a famous gastroentero-
logist of Kantonsspital. Basel, Swit-
zerland, visited the ICDDR,B in
June 1979 on behalf of the Swiss
Government. He had discussions
with the scientists of the ICDDR,B
and was very pleased.

Dr. N. Gyr visited the various
departments of the laboratory and
was particularly impressed that the
ICDDR.B is pursuing some research

projects in which their own insti-
tution has much interest. There
are strong possibilities of scientific
collaboration between the Swiss
scientists and the tCDDR,B in the
near future.

COMMUNITY-BASED ORAL
THERAPY IN DIARRHOEA

SHOWS REDUCTION
IN MORTALITY

A study conducted in the Teknaf
Dysentery Proiect of ICDDR,B
indicates that the community-
based oral rehydration solution
brings about a reductlon in
mortality. To combat diarrhoeal
dehydration in Shamlapur, a village
of 7021 people. multiple commu-
nity-based points were established
by trained volunteers for the
distribution of glucose-electro-

lyte oral rehydration salt ,,,.,.

( ORS ) Backets. The comparable t:.:.::

adjoining village Bordit with a
population of 3888. obtained its ,:..,:,

Surveillance carried out for a two.
year period showed that while ,,;.',,

diarrhoeal attack rates were equal, i'.,1

in Shamlapur 80% of the popula-
tion consumed ORS following t',..

diarrhoea and 38% did so in
Bordil. The mortality rate was
higher in Bordil than in Shamldpur. ,,,.
The diiferences were statistically
highly signif icant. The results

indicated that although it may not
be possible to easily reduce i.,
diarrhoeal attack rates, easy availa- '..
bility of rehydration solution and . :1,,,,

its early use following village-based :;;'

training may save many lives, par- ,',
ticularly of children in the deve-
loping countries.
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WILLARD FOSTER VERWEY
FORMER DIRECTOR OF CRL

Willard F. Verwey, Director of
Cholera Research Laboratory from
1974 to 1977, died on MaV 17.
1979. As Director. he initiated
the transition of the Laboratory
into an lnternational Centre.

He earned B.Sc. Degree in 1934
from Rutgers University and Sc.D.
(1957) in Bacteriology from the

s Hopkins School of Hygiene.

From 1937 to 1940 he was in

New York University Medical
School. From 1940 to 1956 he
held the position of Director for
Bacteriological Research in Medical
Research Division of Sharp &
Dohme lnc. ln 1956 when the
lnstitution was merged with Merck
lnstitute for Therapeutic Research,
he continued to be the Director
of the Bacteriological Division in
Merck Sharp I Dohme Research
Laboratories. ln 1957 he became
Professor and Chairman of the
Department of Microbiology at the
University of Texas Medical Branch.

Dr. Verwey had a dynamic
personality with a rare combination
of professional and administrative
acumen. His vision transformed
the Laboratory into an lnterna-
tional Centre. He was out-
standing among scientists and
proved to be an able leader.
Adament to achieve his goal, he
also respected other's oPinions
and was a patient listener. His
friends and colleagues remember
him as a good friend with a good
sense of humour, kindness and
understanding.

The staff of the ICDDR.B are
saddened at the demise of Dr.

Verwey. We share in bereave'
ment with his familY and friends.
May God grant his soul Eternal
rest in peace.

Sciences Research deli'rered a lec- ' t
ture on Social Technologies for I

Corununity Based Disease Control .: i if l

hogrammes in a seminar on May , ,-t18.1s7s. 
,#t. ll

Dr. David Nalin, Chief, Physio' 1I. - t

EME REPAIR AND MAINTE- SEMINAR AT ICDDR,B

NANCE COURSE TRAINEES Dr. Cato Aall, former FAO/UNDP

VISIT ICDDR,B Nutrition Advisor, Dacca, Bang-
ladesh delivered a lecture on Eflect

The 12th group of Electro-medi .- of Feeding on Mortality in a semi-
cal Engineering (EME) Repair nar on MIV 3.1979.
and Maintenance Course trainees
from the Transport and Equipment . ?t: oJana !n! FghTv: H,ead

logy Section, Center for Vaccine
Development, Baltimore, Maryland,
U.S.A. gave a seminar on Recent
Developments in Enteric Disease
Research at the Center for Vaccine
Development. University of Mary-
land,U.S.A. on May 28, 1979.

Dr. W. B. Greenough,lll, Scien'
tific Director. ICDDR.B Presented
a lecture on Cunent Concepts in the
Mechanism of Toxin Mediated
Dianhoea in a seminar on June 1,
1 979.

Dr. K.M.S. Aziz, Scientific Direc-
tor, ICDDR,B gave a seminar on
Bio-science Research Priorities in
Develctping. Countries on June 8,
1 979.

Dr. C. Gopalan, Chairman, WHO
Regional Advisory Committee on
Medical Research and WHO Con-
sultant in Public Health Nutrition.
SEARO. New Delhi. lndia presen-
ted a legture on Development of an
Applied Nutrition-cum-Research
Ptogramme in a seminar on May
1

ICDDR,B PARTICIPATION IN

THE SEMINAR ON STATISTICS
FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Mr. M. Shafiqul lslam of ICDD-
R,B presented a paper entitled
" lnter-relationships annng certain
socioeconomic variables in a rural
poptlation of Bangladesh" in the
Seminar on Statistics for Rural
Development organized by the
lnstitute of Statistical Research and
Training, University of Dacca. June
18-20. 1979.

l,:tj;:;):, . , lfom tne . lfanSpOrI ano trLlulpIIrt'rrr

?i=-':: ' Maintenance organization (TEMo),

{;,, on MaY 16, 1979' Tho aim of the
"#,it., visit was for them to familiarize
'?+"t: . themselves with laboratory instru-

: ments and their aPPlications.
i.]'..
ii;;: wHo FELLow FRoM IND|A

Iii RECETVES TRATNTNG AT
ICDDR,B

lf',lie':,,:11 : i;: r,':,

;, - Dr 1Mrs.) Sarla Sharma of M.G.M.
::. Medical College. lndore (M.P.) and
:,.j a WHO Fellow from lndia is visi-

ting ICDDR,B in July and August.

tt\:.:.. 1::.\ -

of the Supra Regional Assay Ser-
vice, Tenovas lnstitute for Cancer
Research. Welsh National School
of Medicine. U.K. presented a lec-
ture on Recent Developments in
Hormone ;4ssays in a seminar on
May 4, 1979.

Dr. A. R. Khan, Associate Pro-
fessor of Medical . Entomology,
National lnstitute of Preventive and
Social Medicine. Bangladesh gave
a seminar on Disease Agents
Canied by Flies in Dacca City on
May 11, 1979.

Dr. Vijoy Kochag. Senior Fellow.
Departmenl of Preventive and So-- r of diarrhoeal diseases. cial Medicine, lnstitute of Medicalri|lli:,:i::i:, Ul UlatlllueAl UlSgaUtiS. urqr rvreu'wrrre, r!

:
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RECENT ICDDR.B PUBLI.
CANONS

1. M.R. Cliarts in a Village Based
Family Planning Prcgramme
byShr*rrr Mb and Lado
T. Rtzit*l- Apnl.1979. (*ien-
tifb R€prt lro. 23).
A studv o{ fte socio-demo-
graphic char*teristics of the
wofiten oPting for M.R. sug-
gests trat the introduction of
M.R. senvir:es as a Part of the
MCH/FP proEramlne in Mat-
lab has mt onty orovided
wofiren w,ifi a safe and simple
solution to urwanted Preg-
nanciei, but has also been

successful in educating and
motivating $.omen to Prevent
such pregnarries bY using
eff*tive mdern conracep-
tive nrethods. The M, R.clients
were predorninandy Younger
wofiEn sPaing their Pregnan-
cies. Thqf belonged to rela-

tively better-off families. The
' rnaiorty did not desire anY

more children. Although most
of them had never used con-
traception Prior to the M. R.

almost all did so following M.
8.. 91% were found to be
continuing use of contracep-
tion at the time of the
follow-up survey.

2. An areal analYsis of familY
planning program Performance in
rural Bangladesh bY f. Osteria, S'

thatia, A.S.G. Faruque, J. Chak-
rabuty. May, 1979. (Working
Papx No. l2).

The introduction of a cadre of
better educated. better trained, and

better motivated f ield workers
in the contraceptive distribution
pro.iect of the Matlab field station
resulted at the end of 6 months, in
a higher prevalence of contraceptive
use than was had with the Previous
cadre of w'orkers. This Paper
dissects the different factors res-
ponsible for the diversitY in Pre-
valence rates among the 80 villages
after the first six months and

determines the extent to which
these differences could be attribu-
ted to the field workers and inde-
pendently. to areal characteristics.
The female village workers demo-
graphic characteristics and scores

in two examinations given a month
apart are considered. The areal

characteristics include the percen-

tages wanting no more children and

the percentage of women who
have used a contraceptive method
in each of the villages. Hegression

analysis revealed that 33.7% ot
the variability in prevalence rates

could be explained bY the afore'
mentioned variables jointlY. The
areal characteristics alone explained
30.5% of the inter-village variation
in prevalence rates. The villages
with large proportions wanting no
more children in December 1977
exhibited high prevalence rates in

March 1978.

3. The people of Teknaf : births,
deaths and migrations (1976-1977)
by Mizanur Rahman, M. Muiibu
Rahaman, K.M.S. Aziz, Yakub Pat-
wari, M. H. Munshi. M. Shafiyl
lslam. May,1979. (Working PaPa
No. 13).

The population comPosition and

demographic rates in Teknaf De-
mographic Surveillance area along
with the methodology of data col-
lection are ths subjects of this
paper. The ICDDR,B has been

maintaining a Demographic Surveil-
lance System followirig a census

of the population in December

1 974 and JanuarY 1 975' The Papet
contains i ) methods and defini-
tions used in the census and the

Surveillance System ii) the results

of the census and iii) analYsis of
mortality. fertility and migration in

the calendar Years of 1 976 and

1977.

VISTTORS DURING MAY
1979

Dr. Wayne Stinson
Research Scientist
Health Services Research lnstitute
University of Texas Health Sciences

Centre, San Antonio
Texas, U.S.A.

Dr. R. Vejlsgaard
Dr. Houang
WHO Consultants
W.H.O./HO, Geneva
Switzerland

Dr. C. Gopalan
WHO Consultant in Public Health
Nutrition and Chairman, WHO
Regional Advisory Committee on
Medical Besearch, SEARO
New Delhi, lndia

Dr. Robert S. NorthruP
Rockefeller Foundation

P.O. Box 63. Yogyakarta
lndonesia

Dr. Vijay Kochar
Senior Fellow
lndian Council for Social Sciences
Research
Department of Preventive and
Social Medicine, lnstitute of Medi-
cal Sciences
lndia
Dr. David R. Nalin
Assistant Professor of Medicine
and Chief, Physiology Section
Center for Vaccine DeveloPment
Division of lnfectious Diseases
University of Maryland
Baltirnore, Maryland
U.S.A.

Margot Zimmerman
PIACT
Dr. Ranjit K. Ratnaike
Department of Medicine
University of Adelaide
South Australia
Australia
Dr. P.R. Goldsmith
Landeer Community Hospital
Missouri

Stan Zehman
44 Croton Ave.
New .York, U.S.A.

James Kocher
Ford Foundation
Nar Delhi, lndia

ICDDR,B SCIENTIST PARTICI.
PATES IN PEDIATRIC GASTRO
ENTEROLOGY CONFERENCE

Dr. Moslemuddin Khan of
ICDDR,B was invited bY the Sec'
retary General of the lndonesian
Pediatric Gastroenterology Asso-
ciation to attend the Y/ Pediauic
GasugenterologY Conterence as

one of the four guest sPeakers from
different parts of the world. The
conference was held in Ujang Pau-

dang City of the South Celebes

lsland of lndonesia on 1 1-12 APril,
1 979.

His talk on the EPidemiologY
of Shigellosis, Dacca was highlY
appreciated. His suggestion for
introduction of a half liter plastic
glass with 3 scooPs and instruc'
tions for measuring contents of
oral solution has been incor-
porated in the recommenda-
tions. A special certificate of ap-
preciation was issued to him bY

thg Director General of the asso-
ciation.



HIGH LEVEL UNESCO
EXPERT TEAM VISITS

ICDDR,B
(contd.from page 1)

the Advancement of Science, visi-
ted lcDDR.B on June 19, 1979'
The team consisted of 7 members'

They had fruitful discussions with
the Acting Director. Scientific
Directors and lnvestigators of
ICDDR.B. Members of the Team

visited the different Branches of the

laboratory and they were impressed

with the activities of the Centre'

DUTCH SCIENTIST VISITS
ICDDR,B

Dr. R. Slooff of the Royal Tro-
pical lnstitute, Amsterdam and Co-
ordinator of the joint Project of
Machakos, KenYa visited ICDDR.B

the first week of June. He mOt with
various scientific and adminis-
trative groups of ICDDR,B and

visited the Matlab field station. He

also gave a seminar '. " PoPulation-
based Studies in Machakos, KenYa"

on June 6, 1979 discussing the
social and anthropological aspects
of the people of Machakos. We
look forward to more contacts with
scientists lrom the Netherlands
and the Royal TroPical lnstitute
of Amsterdam.

CDC EPIDEMIOLOGIST AT
ICDDR,B

Dr. John D. Snyder, an ePidem-
iologist from " the Centre for
Disease Control, U. S. A'. is work-
ing at ICDDR,B for three months.

'Dr. Snyder has been working in

the Matlab field area on the initia-
tion of a village-based oral hydra-
tion programme, which will com-
pare the effectiveness of the glu-
cose-electrolyte and a more simple
solution made from labon-gur (salt-

sugar). He has also begun a sur-
vey of the Prevalence of ParalY-
tic poliomyelitis in the Matlab area.

This will helP determine the im-
portance of this disease and the
need for an immunization Prog-
ramme.

ICDDR,B SCIENTIST PAR-
TICIPATES IN THE REGIONAL

PLANNING MEETING ON
DIARRHOEAL DISEASES

CONTROL

Dr. W.B. Greenough, lll, Scien-
tific Director (now Director) of
ICDDR,B participated in rhe Regio-
nalPlanning Meeting on Diarrhoeal
Diseases Control, held in the WHO
Western Pacific Regional Office,
Manila, Philippines, June 5-7, 1979.

CHOLERA RESEARCH
LABORATORY,S ANNUAL

REPORT-1978.
PUBLISHED

The summary of activities carried
out by the former CBL (now
ICDDR,B ) in 1978 has been
published. The report summarises
both the scientific works and the
process of internationalizati on that
transformed the CRL into ICDDB,B.
It lists over 60 ongoing and
completed research and training acti
vities in the field of diarrhoea and
related problems of nutrition and
population. Copies are available
upon request.

APPROVED RESEARCH
PROTOCOLS

The Research Review Committeo
and the Review Board on the Use
of Human Subjects of the ICDDR,B
have approved the following
research protocols :

Survey to determine the Pre-
valence of paralytic poliomy-
elitis. Principal lnvestigator:
Dr. John Snyder.

Birth interval dynamics. Prin-
cipal lnvestigator : Dr. Stan
Becker.

ICDDR,B SCIENTIST PARTICI.
PATES IN NUTRITION

SEMINAR

Dr. Moslemuddin Khan of

ICDDR.B participated in the third
Bangtadesh Nuttition Seminar held
at Dacca UniversitY, on March
22-24 1979. The seminar was
inaugurated by Dr. Mrs. Amina
Rahman, honourable Minister.
Scientists from home and abroad
participated.

Dr. Khan presented " lnfant
feeding practices in rural Meheran,
Comilla"
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