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correspondence

Future of journals

Si.—Your cditorial of  Auvgust 26
(p. 731 on the Neture of journals is
fvpical of the current negative aititude
i the problem, Tt is a pity that the
more condtructive cantribution on the
subject From Professor May and his
wife (Natrre, February 12, p. 446) was
nol mentioned. _

The rising cnsts of tunning a library
are cating into the money available For
the purchase of publications, and yet
we constantly read thad there are {1an
many  journals,  never  ton many
libririans. The main lithrary is often
rightly the showpiece of the maodern
university campus. but are al) librarians
aware of (heir primary responsibility?
Rows of cxpensively hound journals
may satisfy the eye, bt a drower or
binder of microfiche conld he more
refevant 1o academic needs.

The “pious hope™ that two journals
might he shuf down for every new one
Taunched wonkl not he considered par-
ticufarty pionus hy 1he wsers of he fwo
guillotined journals. It wonld he more
sensible in the short term to cut down

“on costs on hoth sides, amalgamate

smaller, aiting periodicals and employ

new methods such g< those pioncered
by the chemical societies in the United
States and Britain,

We gather from various jonrnal pih-
lishere that despite the economic con-
ditions prevailing in many  countrics.
reasonahly priced research journals of
medinm circulations (1,000 4.000 sub-
scribers)  have  pgenerally  enjoved
steady ingreusc in circulation. which
has heen nwintained this vear. This ic
an incvitable result of the worklwide
growlh of the academic community,
and possibly also ol the rationalisation
of library purchascs: for cxample, a
universily which may take 10 subscrip-
tions to a major journal, or an ‘cssen-
tial lilte’, Tor warions  departmenis,
might cut down to twn Tor the nmin
Tlibrarvies (Nature heware!), thus releas-
ing funds for new acquisitions.

The long-teem resufl of {his trend
might well be a huge number of
journals distributed to. say. 1.000 re-
sonrcefinformation  centres  seallered
around {he world, Researchers wounld
then obtain photocopics of  ariginal
papers. having browsed (hrough syn-
opses  and abstracts, at their locnd
library, hy then reduced to lifile more
than a post-office. This surcly could lead
to_delays of a week or more. Faced

wilth such o possible ‘outcome perhaps
researchers and librariang might learn
to love cabincis of microfiche.

May we (herelare sugeest that the
present number of 35,000 journal tifles
slrould be viewed as a chalflenge, and
not approached with despair. 'The [inal
suggestion in  your. editorial, that
authors should supply full details on re-
guest, would he o long step hackwards,
loragine tryving (o trace an guthor Trom
lis last known address: with the present
postal services il could jlake months.
Who would he prepared to referee
papers which might never he read?
What use would data lists be in job
applications? Evidence could be altered
at alater date as no dated record would
cxist. Such chaos shouold he avoided,
Maore arganisation is required, not less.

PErEr Asnny
: Raprry CANMYRELE
Ovford Microfiter Publications Lid,
viord OXT 4RY, UK

S1e--- 1 should Tike to comaent onsyour
cditarind about the Teture of journals
{ Augnst 26). As librarian in a reséarch
tabaratory, T would agree with most of
what you sity—witly the proviso that the
changes vou refer to should he reflected
nol only in journal subscription price.
but in votume of paper. This is con-

spicuonsly nod the case in the experi- |

ment of  the  American  Chemical
Socicty. where the weight of paper is
much higher in the experimental than
in the traditional journal.

As a practising organic chemist, 1
awrst, however, reply a firm “no™ (o
vour  tast  question,  Chemistry  in
gencral. and organic chemistry in par-
tictlar, is an experimental scicnee, amnd
we must have the experimental detail
readily available. Onc of the greatest
weaknesses  of  the  Bullerin de  fa
Socidtd Chimique de France was that
cxperimental sections were abbreviated
to  the  point  of  ifreproducibility.
although things have improved recently,
There is a large hady of opinien (per-
haps cven a majarity) which recognises
that  thearctical scctions are usually
fifled 10 experimental sections after the
cvent: and indeed. what some wanld
like to sce.i= o jonrnal io which onfy the
cXperimental ceclion and the literniure
tict s printed. the fheorctica! scctipn
heing awailable on microfiche #F the
reader were unable 1o supply his ownt

T Aran FoTaoss
Firmenich 5S4,
Geneva 8, Switzeriand

" Berkeley

Mistaken impression
Sta-~T fear that Wil Lepkowski, in
groting from a paper that 1 presenicd
at the Confercnce on Tradition and
Change in Physics Graduate Feducation
al  Pennsylvania  State  University in
August 1974, may have inadvertenily
given a mistaken impression of my
position {Angust 12, page 528). i
As 1 stale in.the same paper, "Thd\
sroup missed out on making
these discoverics not so much in spite
of the Tact that their laboratory was
so larpe. oflicient. well-vun and el
managed as preciscly because of it”,
The purpose of my paper was not fo
criticise a particular lahoratory, but ta
argue. on the basis of historical ex
pericnce, that the technigues, of “Big

Scicriee™, while they may be uselul in -

solving cerlain engineering problems, as
in 1he case of the Manhattan Project o
the Apolla Program, arc by their very
nature not conducive to the making of
fundamental, new scicalific discoveries.
Condensations of  my  paper  were
puhlished in New Seienris, 63, 462
(1974) and Cemrer Magazine, 55 (May-
Tune 975). ) '
Ronert J. YaES
Meomorial University of
Newfarndland,
Cangda A1C 557

iological fly killer?

Str.— The news an Human Trypono.

somvinsis Today hy F. B G, Co
(Marture. August 19, p. 646) calls for
saome views. As long as the immunoe-
logical control of sleeping sickness re-
mains  uunlikely, eradication of the
genus (ilossinie scems to be the only
way o control the discise. Cox cited
recent successes in Nigerin where a
riveringe arca of 27.500 km® was sprayed
acrially. The same technique was fc-
centhy used over parts of Bangladesh i
an attempt 1o control mosyuitoes, The
disappearance of quile a number of
insect specics was subsequenily naoticed.
though all of them may well have made
a come back, and for sure the mosqui-
toes did. Bearing in mind the delicacy
of ccological balances nobody should be
salisficd  wilh  aeridl spraying as ?
ntethod of conirelling insect species
Intensive cfforts should he mounted &
introduce metlods of hielogical conird,
stuch as reteasing specific pathogens.

K. M. 8. Azmz
Cholera Research Laboratory,
Dacea- 2, Bangladesh



