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PROJECT SUMMARY: Describe in concise terms, the hypothesis, objectives, and  the relevant background of the project. Describe concisely the experimental design and research methods for achieving the objectives. 
Principal Investigator   Frances Aboud

Project Name   Evaluating SUCCEED Preschool Quality and Primary Student Performance
Total Budget       $68,273                                      Beginning Date   May 1, 2005                 Ending Date Sept 30, 2008



The objective of the study is to evaluate the quality of a new preschool program for poor rural children in Bangladesh, and assess children's cognitive development and school performance in subsequent years.  Working with local partners in five districts, Save the Children US intends to implement a model preschool program with developmentally appropriate stimulation and simple hygiene practices for 40,000 5-year-old children per year.  Teachers in certain primary schools will also receive special training in developmentally appropriate instruction practices.  The hypotheses are:

1. Compared to a non-preschool baseline group and an alternative preschool group, intervention children will perform better on school achievement tests in Grades 1 to 3.

2. Compared to a non-preschool baseline group and an alternative preschool group, intervention children will have lower rates of drop-out and less absenteeism.

3. Compared to a non-preschool baseline group and an alternative preschool group, intervention children will have better hygiene practices and higher nutritional status.

4. Intervention children from higher quality preschool districts and higher quality primary classrooms will perform better than those from lower quality exposures.

5. Subsequent cohorts of intervention children will perform better in grade 1 as the program improves, and successive cohorts will show less of the expected decline over time, with grade level.

The design involves a longitudinal assessment of intervention children, 100 of whom are recruited each year for 3 years as they enter grade 1 and are followed up for the next two years in grades 2 and 3.  Each cohort will also be compared with previous ones at the same grade level and compared with a baseline group of children who never attended preschool and children who attended a non-innovative preschool.  Using government competency objectives and international standards, we intend to develop several versions of Bangla and math tests for grades 1 to 3.  Observational measures of the developmental quality of preschool classrooms, used previously in Bangladesh, are available, but observational measures of the quality of primary classrooms will be developed based on international standards.  Analyses will compare children's performance cross-sectionally within grade as well as longitudinally across grades, covarying mother's education, family assets, and perhaps height for age.  Secondary analyses will examine the added value of training primary teachers in developmentally appropriate practices.

The long-term goal of the research is to inform the creation of successful models of preschool stimulation for rural children of Bangladesh, and identify mechanisms to support children's continued success in the early grades of primary school.

KEY PERSONNEL (List names of all investigators including PI and their respective specialties)


Name                                                         Professional Discipline/ Specialty                                         Role in the Project


1.  Frances Aboud


Psychology




PI

2.

DESCRIPTION OF THE RESEARCH PROJECT

Hypothesis to be tested:


Concisely list in order, in the space provided, the hypothesis to be tested and the Specific Aims of the proposed study. Provide the scientific basis of the hypothesis, critically examining the observations leading to the formulation of the hypothesis.


The objectives of the study are to evaluate the quality of a new preschool program for poor rural children in Bangladesh, and assess children's cognitive development and school performance (specifically language and math) in subsequent years.

The hypotheses are:

1. Compared to a non-preschool baseline group and an alternative preschool group, intervention children will perform better on school achievement tests in Grades 1 to 3.

2. Compared to a non-preschool baseline group and an alternative preschool group, intervention children will have lower rates of drop-out and less absenteeism.

3. Compared to a non-preschool baseline group and an alternative preschool group, intervention children will have better hygiene practices and higher nutritional status.

4. Intervention children from higher quality preschool districts and higher quality primary classrooms will perform better than those from lower quality exposures.

5. Subsequent cohorts of intervention children will perform better in grade 1 as the program improves, and will show less of the expected decline with grade level.

These hypotheses are based on past research we conducted with another preschool program, where the quality of the program correlated with preschoolers' cognitive reasoning and school readiness.  They are also based on international research conducted in Myanmar, Turkey, and Israel, showing that preschool programs can have a long-term impact in primary school but that the impact declines with grade and depends on the quality of primary school instruction.

Specific Aims:


Describe the specific aims of the proposed study. State the specific parameters, biological functions/ rates/ processes that will be assessed by specific methods (TYPE WITHIN LIMITS).


The aims are to:

Develop several versions of tests of Bangla and math competency for students in grades 1 to 3;

Assess school performance in Bangla and math of children in grades 1 to 3;

Develop observational measures of the quality of preschool programs and primary school instruction;

Compare the grade 1 to 3 school performance of children who previously attended Save-the-Children's preschools with children who attended another preschool program and with children who never attended preschool.

Determine statistically the added value of a higher quality primary school, above attending preschool, on the performance of children in grades 1 to 3.

Background of the Project including Preliminary Observations 


Describe the relevant background of the proposed study. Discuss the previous related works on the subject by citing specific references. Describe logically how the present hypothesis is supported by the relevant background observations including any preliminary results that may be available. Critically analyze available knowledge in the field of the proposed study and discuss the questions and gaps in the knowledge that need to be fulfilled to achieve the proposed goals. Provide scientific validity of the hypothesis on the basis of background information. If there is no sufficient information on the subject, indicate the need to develop new knowledge. Also include the significance and rationale of the proposed work by specifically discussing how these accomplishments will bring benefit to human health in relation to biomedical, social, and environmental perspectives. (DO NOT EXCEED 5 PAGES, USE CONTINUATION SHEETS).

                                                                                                                                                                                          

The significance of the research lies in the need to improve the educational status of Bangladeshi children, 75% of whom do not master fifth grade competencies and therefore remain functionally illiterate.  Early childhood programs seek to remedy this situation by providing high quality preschool experience for children who might otherwise not have access to learning materials and preliteracy experiences in their homes.  They also aim to teach simple hygiene practices to children to reduce absenteeism due to illness.  The goal of this research is to evaluate a newly developed preschool program (Save the Children US, 2005) and its impact on children in the first three years of primary school with a view to identifying effective practices.  Effective practices are those that reduce absenteeism and drop-out and enhance school performance in two critical subjects, namely language and math.

Previous research conducted in rural Bangladesh over the past two years identified qualities of a preschool program that enhance cognitive reasoning and school readiness skills related to literacy and numeracy (Aboud, 2004).  Furthermore, on an international index of quality, a preschool program that was initially scoring an average of 3 (minimal) on a 1 to 7 scale was able to improve over the course of 12 months, so that the average was now 5 (good) (Moore, Akhter, & Aboud, 2005).  The cost of improvements was an extra $1 per year per child.  In comparison to preschools that underwent only a few of the recommended changes, children who attended the newly-improved ones scored higher on measures of reasoning.  Consequently, it is not unreasonable to expect preschools in rural Bangladesh, using locally trained para-professional teachers, to reach an acceptable level of quality at minimal cost.  Developmentally appropriate practices related to hands-on experiences with learning materials, self-directed engagement in learning activities, and instruction in a child-friendly manner are as relevant to Bangladeshi children's development as to other children around the world.

The rationale for the present study is to go beyond previous research conducted here, by following up children as they progress through primary school.  While children who attended preschools are known to obtain literacy and numeracy scores twice as high as children who did not (Aboud, 2004), the real test is whether they remain on-track once they enter primary school.  By following children up to the end of third grade, we will have a clearer picture of whether they can attain functional literacy (should be fourth grade completion).  In places where the quality of primary education is poor, neither nutritional input nor preschool have much impact (Huda, 2001; Powell et al., 1998).  Consequently, the present intervention aims to enhance not only preschool quality but also the quality of instruction in primary schools through in-service teacher training.  Improvements in children's school performance over the course of the project (2005-2008) can be statistically linked to improvements in preschool and primary school quality and other ongoing community literacy activities.

The question of whether preschool inputs have an impact on later schooling has been studied elsewhere.  Therefore it will be important to learn from others' mistakes.  In the United States, IQ indicators of verbal and non-verbal reasoning are typically short-lived; school performance is often enhanced for a year or two; and motivational persistence and higher educational aspirations continue up to young adulthood (e.g. Boocock & Larner, 1998; Brooks-Gunn, 2003).  Programs that emphasize literacy and numeracy instruction may have stronger short-term effects but not longer-term ones.  Evaluations closer to home, show benefits in first grade related to fewer drop-outs, lower absenteeism, and higher school performance on literacy and math (BRAC, 2004; Myanmar USAID, 2004; Nepal USAID, 2003).  A program in Istanbul, Turkey, found improved performance in reasoning and general ability but not on Turkish and math for children who attended a high-quality preschool compared to a custodial-style preschool and non-preschool children (Kagitcibasi et al., 2001).  Most of these evaluations used standardized tests of reasoning or homemade tests of school performance when the school's tests were of poor quality or unstandardized. Because language and math are critical skills for success in formal education, they are essential to measure in elementary school children. It will be important to develop confidential tests for Bangladesh that meet the current government competency objectives and international standards for school achievement in literacy and math.  To allow for improvement over the coming years and avoid ceiling levels, items varying in difficulty will be included.  Test development and norms will be emphasized in the first year.

The question of quality has not frequently been examined here or elsewhere.  It is relevant because Save the Children intends to provide in-service teacher training in some primary schools perhaps in the second year.  Previously we used a preschool quality measure in Bangladesh and found it to have convergent and predictive validity for assessing developmentally appropriate practices (Aboud, 2004).  The measure correlated significantly not only with children's use of hands-on learning materials but also with adult responsiveness to children's verbal comments.  Certain subscales such as Activities, Social Interaction and Program Structure correlated significantly with children's cognitive reasoning and school readiness skills. However, only recently are there appropriate measures of the quality of primary classrooms.  Consequently, our use of these measures will inform school practices here and contribute to the international quest for information on how practices impact school performance.  Typically, these observational measures assess socio-emotional climate, classroom management, and quality of instruction in literacy and math (Maxwell et al., 2001; NICHD, 2001; Stipek & Byler, 2004).

In summary, the overall aim of the study is to evaluate the impact of preschool exposure on language and math performance in grades 1 to 3.  This will be done by comparing school performance of children who formerly attended the special SUCCEED preschools with those who attended other preschools and those who did not attend preschool.  Longitudinal changes in performance from first to third grade will be carefully examined.  Performance will be correlated with the quality of the preschool and primary school program.  As yet the SUCCEED program has specified its emphasis on stimulation, hands-on experience with language and math, and concern for disabled children.  The program may soon provide exposure to math and language games through the media.

Research Design and Methods


Describe in detail the methods and procedures that will be used to accomplish the objectives and specific aims of the project. Discuss the alternative methods that are available and justify the use of the method proposed in the study. Justify the scientific validity of the methodological approach (biomedical, social, or environmental) as an investigation tool to achieve the specific aims. Discuss the limitations and difficulties of the proposed procedures and sufficiently justify the use of them. Discuss the ethical issues related to biomedical and social research for employing special procedures, such as invasive procedures in sick children, use of isotopes or any other hazardous materials, or social questionnaires relating to individual privacy. Point out safety procedures to be observed for protection of individuals during any situations or materials that may be injurious to human health. The methodology section should be sufficiently descriptive to allow the reviewers to make valid and unambiguous assessment of the project. (DO NOT EXCEED TEN PAGES, USE CONTINUATION SHEETS). 


Overview


Part of the research entails evaluating the quality of SUCCEED preschools of Save the Children US from five districts where they are implemented by five different local partners.  The main part of the research involves assessing the impact of SUCCEED preschool experience on primary school performance, by comparing language and math performance from three groups: those who attended SUCCEED preschools, those who attended other preschools, and those who attended no preschool. Performance of SUCCEED graduates will also be correlated with the quality of their primary school class, and perhaps with the quality of preschools in their district.

Study Design

The evaluation of preschool quality is a separate piece, in which quality improvements over the period from 2005 to 2007 will be evaluated.  Because preschools in the five districts will be implemented by five different local organizations, there will probably be some within-organization consistency in their quality. It may therefore be possible to examine district differences in primary school performance in terms of the quality of preschools in that district. I will have to see whether the link can be made.


The main study is a longitudinal one with a cross-sectional component: it runs from 2006 to 2008.  Children will be recruited and tested in grade 1 in 2006 and followed for the next two years in grades 2 and 3.  Grade 1 children will also be recruited in 2007 and followed up in 2008 when they are in grade 2.  A final cohort of grade 1 children will be recruited and tested in 2008.  Thus, longitudinal comparisons will be made with the first two cohorts, and cross-sectional comparisons made among grade 1 children in 2006, 2007, and 2008, and grade 2 children in 2007 and 2008.


Two comparison groups will be recruited and tested in 2005 only.  These are students in grades 1, 2, and 3 who in 2005 attend the to-be classes of the SUCCEED graduates in following years.  These children will not have attended any preschool and will also not have any exposure to SUCCEED activities in their communities.  Otherwise they will be similar to SUCCEED graduates in the sense of residing in the same villages and attending the same school, yet they precede the SUCCEED group by one or more years.  This comparison group provides several advantages over testing a control group at the same time as the intervention group: they are socio-economically and residentially matched coming from the same village and school, and their performance will not be contaminated by exposure to SUCCEED activities or by exposure to SUCCEED children who might raise the level of stimulation.  The second comparison group are those who have attended other educative preschools (of Dirha Suchana) and in 2005 will be in grades 1 and 2 classes.  They too will have no contamination from SUCCEED.

Study Samples

The sample size has been estimated based on a test with 30 items and a standard deviation of 5. A school readiness test has yielded these figures in the past in Bangladesh. To consider the difference significant, we would require a difference of half a standard deviation between groups. Consequently, each group size should be 100.  For example, the non-preschool baseline (2005) sample should be 100 G1, 100 G2 and 100 G3.  We will randomly select 4 schools from each of the five districts, and 5 students from each grade/school, i.e. 5 students @ 20 schools = 100 per grade/group.  This size is sufficient if the standard deviation, or individual variability, is similar within and between schools, as we have found in the past here.  A sample of n = 100 is also likely to give a reliable estimate of the population of children in each grade, using the formula sq root of n = (1.96 x standard deviation)/acceptable error in obtained mean. With 100 children, we can be sure that the full population mean score is within 1 point of our obtained mean, 95% of the time.  To take into account realistic attrition as children drop out of school, we might increase the sample size for grade 1 children to 8 per grade/school = 160 per grade/group, or we could find and test the drop-outs regardless of school status.  As much as possible, girls and boys will be represented in numbers that reflect their presence in the program.

Year




Preschool Exposure Groups




None


Dirha Suchana

SUCCEED



2005


G1/G2/G3

G1/G2

2006








G1


2007








G1/G2




2008








G1/G2/G3

Each exposure grade/group has n = 100.

Five regions x 4 schools = 20 schools x 5 students= 100 students.

The schools and students will be randomly selected.


Children will be recruited from classrooms in the morning.  Parents will be approached and asked to give informed consent for themselves and their children to be questioned.  The mother and child interviews will take place before and after classes (which may last only 2 hours a day).


SUCCEED preschools from the five districts will also be randomly selected plus some from a non-SUCCEED district of Save the Children (at their request).  Sample size estimation for a representative sample of preschools:

sq root of n = z for 95% CI (sd of quality measure)/ diff bet popul mean – sample mean

where z = 1.96, sd = .50 based on past research, margin of error or diff = .16

sq root of n = 1.96 (.50)/.16

n = 36

6 Preschools will be randomly selected from each of 6 districts = 36.

Measurement

Children's Performance.  Tests of language and math are to be developed to reflect government-specified competencies and international standards for grades 1 to 3.  Several have already been used in Bangladesh.  We developed a school readiness measure based on competencies expected from Plan International's preschools (Aboud, 2004), which is similar to other school readiness tests used elsewhere.  Many of these reflect grade 1 competencies in Bangladesh, e.g. math concepts, shapes, colours, letters.  Children were tested individually; the response format was both oral and written.  Huda et al. (1999) modified the Wide Range Achievement Test that has been used in North America and Jamaica, calibrated the items for difficulty, and found associations with iodine deficiency in rural Bangladeshi children grades 1 to 3.  The test includes language and math competencies.  Our intention is to create sufficient items for 2 or 3 equivalent versions of the test, with 30 language items and 30 math items each.  This will be done in the first year (2005).  Cultural relevance of the items and the response format will be assessed with the help of an education expert in Bangladesh.  Convergent validity will be assessed by correlating scores with the teachers' evaluation of the students' Bangla and Math achievement.  Finally, children's height will be taken.


Classroom Quality.  The quality of preschools will be assessed with the Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale – Revised (ECERS-R; Harms, Clifford, & Cryer, 1998), for which we already have good reliability and validity data from rural Bangladesh (Aboud, 2004; Moore et al., 2005).  It includes subscales for Activities, Social Interaction, and Program Structure.  We will also use, as before, two extra subscales developed in England to assess literacy and numeracy instruction in preschool (Sylva et al., 1998).  Observations of children's use of learning materials and teacher verbal responsiveness is included.


The quality of primary school classrooms will be assessed in two ways: One is the Assessment of Practices in Early Elementary Classrooms (APEEC) which has 16 items and uses the ECERS format to rate items on a 1 to 7 scale (Maxwell et al., 2001).  It covers grades 1 to 3 and has items concerned with use of hands-on materials, teacher-child language, instructional methods, children's role in decision-making, social skills, and acceptance of gender diversity.  The second is the NICHD Classroom Observation System (COS-1 and COS-3) which every 30 sec requires the recording of specific behaviours of the teacher, e.g., child and teacher behaviours indicating positive and negative emotional climate, instructional conversations between the teacher and children, and children's positive and negative engagement with peers and the teacher.  In particular, we will attempt to describe the socio-emotional climate, classroom management, and instruction in literacy and math.  Other measures will be considered as well to create a complete indicator of current and improved primary school classrooms (Stipek & Byer, 2004).  A separate inventory will be made of learning materials used by students.


Other data from schools will be collected from the teacher or the headmaster: number of students enrolled, number of drop-outs, average attendance in the past 2 weeks, 2-week absenteeism of target children, awareness of disabilities (using UNICEF's Ten Questions), activity of the School Mangagement Committee and the Parent-Teacher Association, and participation in in-service training offered by Save the Children US.


Mother Interview. Mothers will be asked about their participation in school and SUCCEED activities, family assets, parent education and occupation, family decision making, child's age, 2-week illness, hygiene behaviours, latrine use and child disabilties.


All measures will be translated and back-translated from Bangla to English.

Procedure and Conduct of the Study

The children will be tested in June of each year.  This month was chosen to maximize the chances that all children would have exposure to the same amount of schooling, even though it is mid-year.  During the monsoon season, many children in certain districts may not attend school on a regular basis.  This would lead to too much performance variability.


Research assistants would cover one grade/school per day, observing classroom quality during the 2-hour classroom time and interviewing mothers and children before and after.  Sensitive and child-friendly interviews with children will ensure that we elicit the optimum performance.  I hope to hire research assistants who have done this kind of testing before with children from 3 to 6 years of age.  Informed consent will be obtained from the mothers.


During June of the first year (2005) pairs of research assistants will visit each preschool and primary school to collect independent ratings of classroom quality, and interview mothers and children in the latter. Pairs can cover one school in a day, or a district of 4 schools in a week, with time for traveling.  In subsequent years, they will return to the same schools, recruit a new cohort of grade 1 students and follow-up the previous cohort.

Timetable
April – June 2005
Development of measures, pilot testing, baseline data collection, analyses

May – June 2006
Refresher training for RAs, Collection of preschool and G1 data, analyses

May – June 2007

Ditto, 

Collection of preschool, G1, G2 data, analyses

May – June 2008

Ditto,

Collection of G1, G2, G3 data, analyses

Facilities Available

Describe the availability of physical facilities at the place where the study will be carried out. For clinical and laboratory-based studies, indicate the provision of hospital and other types of patient’s care facilities and adequate laboratory support. Point out the laboratory facilities and major equipment that will be required for the study. For field studies, describe the field area including its size, population,  and means of communications. (TYPE WITHIN THE PROVIDED SPACE).  


Frances Aboud has been given Adjunct Scientist status at the Centre for Health and Population Research (ICDDR,B) in Dhaka, Bangladesh.  She will spend at least 3 consecutive months there before and during the conduct of the study.  Other young researchers in the Child Development Unit of the Clinical Sciences Division of ICDDR,B have been involved in research on cognitive and language development of young children.  Dr Anna Moore, a British clinical psychologist, has collaborated with me on several of the previous studies with Plan Bangladesh.  An associated member of the unit, Dr SN Huda, has assessed the cognitive benefits of nutritional input such as iodine with primary school children.  I may also collaborate with BRAC University's Institute for Education and Development (BU-IED) headed by Dr Manzoor, who will be able to advise on the cultural relevance/bias of the performance items.

The field areas are Sylhet, Rajshahi, Khulna, Barisal & Dhaka.  Five different local NGOs have their offices at a central location in each district and implement preschools programs in two or three surrounding unions.  We will be recruiting at primary schools into which these preschools feed their children.  It is expected that most of the children in a grade 1 class will have come from the SUCCEED preschools, but this is not yet known. 

Data Analysis


Describe plans for data analysis. Indicate whether data will be analyzed by the investigators themselves or by other professionals. Specify what statistical software packages will be used and if the study is blinded,  when the code will be opened. For clinical trials, indicate if interim data analysis will be required to monitor further progress of the study. (TYPE WITHIN THE PROVIDED SPACE).


Preliminary analyses will be conducted on pilot and baseline data in 2005 to determine the best set of literacy and math items to create 2 or 3 versions of these tests for each grade.  We will obtain information on internal reliability and convergent validity.  Inter-observer reliabilities will be derived for the preschool and primary school quality measures.  Reliabilities were very good for the preschool ECERS in a previous study.

Quantitative data will be entered in the computer, cleaned and subsequently combined into composite scores, e.g. ECERS-R, APEEC, COS scores for quality of education; reading comprehension, writing, math reasoning, and computation for the performance scores).  Means, sd, and skew will be calculated, and MANCOVAs  conducted to examine differences between the three exposure groups in grade 1 in 2006.  Longitudinal analyses will be conducted in 2007 and 2008 when children have been followed for 2 and 3 years.  The main analysis will be a 3 (no, DS preschool, SUCCEED preschool exposure) x 2 (boy, girl) MANCOVA on literacy and math outcome, controlling for possible differences between the groups, such as child’s age, family resources and mothers' education level.  The final results will indicate whether the intervention group differs from the no-preschool and alternative preschool controls. Secondary analyses on SUCCEED preschool graduates will evaluate whether the quality of the preschool and/or primary school program affects outcomes.  This analysis might require using district as the unit of analysis or multi-level modeling.  Differences between drop-outs and stay-ins will be examined.

Ethical Assurance for Protection of Human Rights

Describe in the space provided the justifications for conducting this research in human subjects. If the study needs observations on sick individuals, provide sufficient reasons for using them. Indicate how subject’s rights are protected and if there is any benefit or risk to each subject of the study.
The study concerns the long-term impact of the quality of stimulation and developmentally appropriate instruction on children's cognitive and language development.  Permission will be requested to observe classes from the preschool teachers and primary school headmaster and teachers after informing them of the study purpose.  Mothers will provide informed consent for their own and their child's participation, and will be permitted to remain with their child during performance testing.  Children will be interviewed in a child-friendly manner in order to optimize their performance and reduce their potential shyness with a stranger.  Mothers will not be asked any intrusive questions. There is minimal risk to children and mothers.  There are no benefits to the sample arising from the interviews.  There will hopefully be long-term benefits to children arising from the development of an improved early childhood education program.

Use of Animals

Describe in the space provided the type and species of animal that will be used in the study. Justify with reasons the use of particular animal species in the experiment and the compliance of the animal ethical guidelines for conducting the proposed procedures.


Not applicable

Literature Cited


Identify all cited references to published literature in the text by number in parentheses. List all cited references sequentially as they appear in the text. For unpublished references, provide complete information in the text and do not include them in the list of Literature Cited. There is no page limit for this section, however exercise judgment in assessing the “standard” length.                                                                       


Aboud, FE (2004).  Evaluation of Early Childhood Preschool Programs of Plan Bangladesh.  Report submitted to Plan International Bangladesh, January 2004.

Boocock SS & Larner MB (1998).  Long-term outcomes in other nations. In WS Barnett & SS Boocock (Eds.), Early care and education for children in poverty: Promises, programs and long-term results, (pp. 45-76). Albany, NY: SUNY.

Brooks-Gunn J (2003).  Do you believe in magic? What we can expect from early childhood intervention programs. Social Policy report of SRCD, 17, 3-14.

BRAC Study Team (2004).  An assessment of BRAC pre-primary graduates in formal primary school.  Research and Evaluation Division, BRAC.

Harms T, Clifford RM, Cryer D (1998).  Early childhood environment rating scale – revised. NY: Teachers College Press.
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Dissemination and Use of Findings


Describe explicitly the plans for disseminating the accomplished results. Describe what type of publication is anticipated: working papers, internal (institutional) publication, international publications, international conferences and agencies, workshops etc. Mention if the project is linked to the Government of Bangladesh through a training programme.


The findings will be given in oral and written form to Save the Children US. They will then decide how to implement the recommendations arising from the findings.  A preliminary assessment of some preschools in the company of their staff led to an awareness of what qualities are important and why.  I feel confident that the findings will be taken seriously and used to inform and improve the program.  I expect that findings will be presented at international conferences and submitted to journals, as the previous research with Plan Bangladesh has been.  There seems to be broad international interest in this research both to inform the current debate on whether quality matters and to help Bangladesh formulate standards for early childhood programs.

The project is linked to in-service training of government primary school teachers.

Collaborative Arrangements


Describe briefly if this study involves any scientific, administrative, fiscal, or programmatic arrangements with other national or international organizations or individuals. Indicate the nature and extent of collaboration and include a letter of agreement between the applicant or his/her organization and the collaborating organization. (DO NOT EXCEED ONE PAGE)


None.

Biography of the Investigators


Give biographical data in the following table for key personnel including the Principal Investigator. Use a photocopy of this page for each investigator.


1    Name:  Frances Aboud


:

2    Present position: Full Professor at McGill University, Canada; Adjunct Scientist at ICDDR,B

:

3    Educational  background:  PhD in Psychology from McGill University
:

List of ongoing research protocols: none at ICDDR,B

5   Publications 

	Types of publications
	Numbers

	a)   Original scientific papers in peer-review journals                               
	44

	b)   Peer reviewed articles and book chapters                                                               
	22

	c)   Papers in conference proceedings
	--

	c)  Letters, editorials, annotations, and abstracts in peer-reviewed               journals  
	--

	c) Working papers
	--

	b)  Monographs, Books
	2


6    Five recent publications including publications relevant to the present research protocol

1.  Aboud, F. E. (2003). The McGill Pain Questionnaire in Amharic: Zwai Health Center patients’ reports on the experience of pain.  Ethiopian Medical Journal, 41, 45-61.

2.  Aboud, F. E., Mendelson, M. J., & Purdy, K. T. (2003).  Cross-race peer relations and friendship quality.  International Journal of Behavioral Development, 27 (2), 165-173.

3.  Aboud, F. E., & Fenwick, V. (1999).  Exploring and evaluating school-based interventions to reduce prejudice.  Journal of Social Issues, 55, 767-785. 

4.  Ticao, C. J & Aboud, F. E. (1998).  A problem-solving approach to nutrition education with Filipino mothers.  Social Science & Medicine, 46, 1531-1541.

5.  Aboud, F. E. & Alemu, T. (1995).  Nutrition, maternal responsiveness, and mental development of Ethiopian children.  Social Science & Medicine, 41, 725-732.

Two manuscripts from recent Bangladesh research have a resubmission status.

APPENDIX

International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh

                                   Voluntary Consent Form


Title of the Research: Evaluating SUCCEED Preschool Quality and Primary Student Performance       


Principal Investigator:  Frances Aboud


Before recruiting into the study, the study subject must be informed about the objectives, procedures, and potential benefits and risks involved in the study. Details of all procedures must be provided including their risks, utility, duration, frequencies, and severity. All questions of the subject must be answered to his/ her satisfaction, indicating that the participation is purely voluntary. For children, consents must be obtained from their parents or legal guardians. The subject must indicate his/ her acceptance of participation by signing or thumb printing on this form.


Verbal Consent Form – Mothers of SUCCEED and non-SUCCEED children

The non-governmental organization called [name] does early childhood development work in this area.  We have asked them if we can find out how children perform in school once they get older.  That is why we are asking you if we can interview you and your child.  We are asking many mothers and children but we want to talk to each mother privately.  If you agree, there will be a short interview with you of about 10 minutes to find out about your children. We then have some questions to ask your child. It may take about 20 minutes.  We also want to measure your child's height. 

No money will be given to you for participating in the interviews.  Your participation and cooperation is entirely voluntary.  It is your decision.  Your current and future participation in the school will not in any way be affected by your decision to do the interview or not do it.  Also you have the right not to answer any questions you do not want to.

There are no risks to you if you participate in the interviews and let your child do the activities.  Nothing harmful will come from it.  We hope that the information we gather from all the interviews will help provide better educational activities in the coming years.  But the interviews won’t give your child any immediate benefit.

Although during the interviews I will write down some notes, you can fully rely on me to keep confidential your identity and the information you provide.  The papers containing the information will remain with us in a locked cabinet and no one except the people involved with this research will be able to see the information.  No other person from the village will be able to look at the interview notes and your name will not be on the paper with the notes. We will use only a number to identify you. If you have any question you can ask me without hesitation. I am ready to answer all your questions.

Do you have any questions?
Yes – Answer questions,   No  -  Go to next question.

Do you agree that you and your child will participate in the interviews?  


No -  Thank you.  Leave.


Yes –  Continue with the interviews.

The interviewer will complete this section: 

This consent form was read to her and all the questions have been answered and she has agreed to give an interview herself and let her child participate.  Date: ______

Signature of the interviewer: _______________________________  Code: __  __  __


Signature or thumb stamp of the mother ____________________________


Signature of Investigator/ or agents                                                                              Signature of Subject/ Guardian

 Date:                                                                                                                                   Date:

Detailed Budget for New Proposal:  Preschool Quality


Project Title:  Evaluating SUCCEED Preschool Quality and Primary Student Performance  

Name of PI:  Frances Aboud


Protocol Number:                                             Name of Division:  CSD


Funding Source: Save the Children US           Amount Funded (direct):  $22,690      Total:  $29,950                    Overhead (%)  $7,260.80 (32%)


Starting Date:   1 May 2005                                Closing Date:  30 September 2008


Strategic Plan Priority Code(s):


	Sl. No


	            Account Description
	Salary Support
	US $ Amount Requested

	
	            Personnel
	       Position
	Effort days
	Salary per day
	1st Yr 2005
	 2nd Yr 2006
	3rd Yr 2007

	NOD
	Frances Aboud
	Intn'l Consultant
	12 dy
	280
	3360
	3360
	3360

	GS4
	TBA
	10 GS4  RAs
	219 dy
	8.50
	1861
	1861
	1861

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sub Total


	5221
	5221
	5221

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Consultants
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Local Travel

Guesthouse
	
	 153

1467
	 153

1467
	 153 1467

	
	International Travel
	Return Montreal - Dhaka
	2000
	--
	--

	             Sub Total                                                                                           3620      1620      1620

	

	

	             Supplies and Materials (Description of Items)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Copying measures and forms
	17
	
	

	
	Briefcases, pencils etc
	50
	50
	50

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sub Totals
	67
	50
	50

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Direct Costs
	8908
	6891
	6891


Budget Justifications for 2005-2008  Preschool Quality


Please provide one page statement justifying the budgeted amount for each major item.  Justify use of man power, major equipment, and laboratory services.


International salary for Frances Aboud 12 days US$280 daily 



$3360

Return flight Montreal – Dhaka







$2000

Local Personnel:








$1861

Noor Hasan Chockder: 10 days in May  2005 as GS4  tk 510 per day
$    85.




  20 days in August 2005  as GS4 tk 510 tk per day
$  170

9 field research assistants: training in May for 7 days at  tk 510 per day
$  535.




data collection for 14 days in August at GS4 
$1071.

Copying:









$   17

10 Copies of ECERS-R  75pp x  1.5 tk per page = 


$12.50

Record forms: 36 preschools x 5 pp each forms for each 


for training 50 forms


total 36 x 5 pp x 1.5 tk per page = 



$ 5.00 

10 RA materials, e.g. pencils, clipboard, paper 





$  50

Transportation by bus to 6 districts @ 700tk return x 10 RAs



$117

Local transportation to preschools  36 preschools x 2 days = 72 return trips @ 30tk 
$  36

Guesthouse room and board for 10 field RAs @400tk




$1467 


for 7 days during training in May

$467

for 15 days in June (or testing month)
$1000

Subtotal









$8908

Overhead  32%









$2850   

TOTAL









         $11,758

Following years (eliminate int'l flight, training, ECERS copies)  

Detailed Budget for New Proposal: Test Developm't & Baseline


Project Title:  Evaluating SUCCEED Preschool Quality and Primary Student Performance  

Name of PI:  Frances Aboud


Protocol Number:                                             Name of Division:  CSD


Funding Source:  Save the Children US            Amount Funded (direct):    $9410        Total: $12,421                     Overhead (%)  $3011 (32%)


Starting Date:   May 2005                                  Closing Date:  September 2008

Strategic Plan Priority Code(s):


	Sl. No


	            Account Description
	Salary Support
	US $ Amount Requested

	
	            Personnel
	       Position
	Effort%
	Salary daily
	1st Yr 2005
	 2nd Yr
	3rd Yr

	
	Frances Aboud
	Intn'l Consultant
	22 dys
	280
	6160
	
	

	
	TBA
	GS4  RAs
	140
	8.50
	1190
	
	

	
	Translator
	
	75 pp
	
	  500
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sub Total


	7850
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Consultants
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Local Travel

Guesthouse
	
	 625           560
	
	

	
	International Travel
	
	
	
	

	             Sub Total                                                                                           1185

	

	

	             Supplies and Materials (Description of Items)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Copying
	115
	
	

	
	Briefcase, pencils
	100
	
	

	
	Food biscuits for children before testing
	100
	
	

	
	Internet Connection
	  60
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sub Total
	375
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Direct Cost Totals
	9410
	
	


Budget Justifications for 2005 Test development & Baseline data


Please provide one page statement justifying the budgeted amount for each major item.  Justify use of man power, major equipment, and laboratory services.


International salary for Frances Aboud US$280 daily

8 days in April, 8 days in May-June, 6 days in July, August
 

$6,160

Local salaries for 10 research assistants GS4 @$8.50 per day (510 tk)


2 RAs can cover 1 school per day


10 RAs cover 5 schools per day or 30 schools + 2 travel days in 8 days

(observe class in am, test 5 G1, 5 G2 and 5 G3 children/mothers in pm)

10 RAs x 6 days training + piloting = 60 work days @$8.50


$   510  

10 RAs x 8 days = 80 work days @$8.50




$   680  

Translator

@$10 per page x 25 pp





$   250

Back translator

@$10 per page x 25 pp





$   250

Copying: 10 copies of testing manual (with colored materials etc)


$   100   

Copying: 900 copies of data forms (400 children + training forms)


$     15   

10 RA Materials e.g. briefcase, clipboard, pencils @10




$   100  

Transportation by plane to north and south districts @$100 



$   200

Transportation by bus to the 5 regions of 10 persons
@700tk return trip

$   125  

Guesthouse accommodation & food $7 (400 tk) x 8 nights x 10 RA


$   560  

Local conveyance rickshaw to go to 30 schools @ $10




$   300

Food biscuits for each child before testing in case they missed a meal


$   100

Internet connection








$     60
Sub-Total









$9,410 

Overhead 32%









$3,011  
Total









          $12,421 

Detailed Budget for New Proposal: Impact on Children


Project Title:  Evaluating SUCCEED Preschool Quality and Primary Student Performance  

Name of PI:  Frances Aboud


Protocol Number:                                             Name of Division:  CSD


Funding Source: Save the Children US           Amount Funded (direct): $17,623     $Total:  $ 23.262             Overhead (%)  $ 5,639


Starting Date:  1 May 2005                                 Closing Date: 30 September 2008


Strategic Plan Priority Code(s):


	Sl. No


	            Account Description
	Salary Support
	US $ Amount Requested

	
	            Personnel
	       Position
	Effort%days
	Salary  daily
	1st Yr  2006
	 2nd Yr  2007
	3rd Yr  2008

	
	Frances Aboud
	Intn'l Consultant
	17 -15
	280
	4760
	4200
	4200

	
	TBA
	GS4 RAs
	50
	8.50
	  425
	  680
	  680

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sub Total


	5185
	4880
	4880

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Consultants
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Local Travel

Guesthouse
	
	 560   210
	 325      420
	 325   420

	
	International Travel
	
	
	
	2000

	             Sub Total                                                                                            770       745       2745

	

	

	             Supplies and Materials (Description of Items)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Copying
	6
	12
	20

	
	Food biscuits for children before testing
	50
	80
	100

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Internet connection
	30
	60
	60

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Sub Totals
	86
	152
	180


	
	Other Contractual Services
	
	
	

	
	Repair and Maintenance
	
	
	

	
	Rent, Communications, Utilities
	
	
	

	
	Training Workshop, Seminars
	
	
	

	
	Printing and Publication
	
	
	

	
	Staff Development
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Sub Total
	
	
	


	
	Interdepartmental Services


	1st Yr
	2nd Yr
	3rd Yr

	
	Computer Charges

	
	Pathological Tests
	
	
	

	
	Microbiological tests
	
	
	

	
	Biochemistry Tests
	
	
	

	
	X-Rays
	
	
	

	
	Patients Study
	
	
	

	
	Research Animals
	
	
	

	
	Biochemistry and Nutrition
	
	
	

	
	Transport
	
	
	

	
	Xerox, Mimeographs etc.
	
	
	

	
	Sub Totals
	
	
	

	
	Other Operating Costs
	
	
	

	
	TOTAL DIRECT COST
	6041
	5777
	7805


I added 5%cost increases each year in the budget justification. 

Budget Justifications:  Impact on Children


Please provide one page statement justifying the budgeted amount for each major item.  Justify use of man power, major equipment, and laboratory services.












2006
2007
2008

International salary for Frances Aboud US$280 daily

17 days in 2006, 15 days in 2007-2008




$4,760
4,200
4,200

Local salaries for 5-10 research assistants @$8.50 per day (510 tk)


1 RA can cover 1 school per day; or 4 schools + 2 travel days per wk


5 RAs cover 5 schools per day, or 20 schools + 2 travel days per week 

(observe class in am, test 5 G1 children in pm)

5RAs x 4 days training = 20 work days @$8.50
(10RAs in 2007 @2days)$   170
170
170

5 RAs x 6 days = 30 work days @$8.50
     (10RAs in 2007 work 6 days)
$   255
510
510

Copying: 250 copies of data forms (100 children + training forms)

$     6
12
20

Transportation by plane for Aboud to visit north and south districts

$  300
--
--

Transportation by bus to the 5 regions of 5 persons @700 tk return trip

$   60
125
125




Guesthouse accommodation & food $7 (400 tk) x 6 nights x 5 RA

$   210
420
420

Local conveyance rickshaw to go to 20 schools @ $10



$   200
200
200

Food biscuits for each child before testing in case they missed a meal

$     50
 80
100

Internet connection







$     30
 60
 60  
Sub-Totals








$6,041
5777
7805


Add 5%, 10%, 15% cost increase from 2006 to 2008



$  302
 577
1170

Overhead 32%








$2,030
2033
2872
Totals









$8,373
8387
11847


                           Check List


      After completing the protocol, please check that the  following selected items have been included.

1.  Face Sheet Included           X                 


2.  Approval of the Division Director on Face Sheet   


3.  Certification and Signature of  PI on Face Sheet, #9 and #10


4.  Table on Contents     X

5. Project Summary      X


6.  Literature Cited        X


7. Biography of Investigators      X


8.  Ethical Assurance               X


9.  Consent Forms   English    X


10.  Detailed Budget                   X

To                        : 






Date:  March 22, 2005

From                    : 

Subject                : 

Attachment 1
  (FACE SHEET)







Date: April 18, 2005


ETHICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE, ICDDR,B

	Principal Investigator:  
	Frances Aboud
	Trainee Investigator (if any):  Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
      No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Protocol Number:
	2

0

0

5

-

0

1

4


	Supporting Agency (if Non-ICDDR,B) _SCF US_______

	Protocol Title:  Evaluating SUCCEED Preschool Quality
	Project Status: ___________________________________

	and Primary Student Performance
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  New Study
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Continuation with change
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No change (do not fill out rest of the form)



Check the appropriate box to answer to each of the  following (If Not Applicable write NA)

	1.
	Source of Population:
	Yes
	No
	5.
	Will Signed Consent Form be Required:
	Yes
	No

	
	(a)
	Ill subjects
	   FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	(a)   From subjects
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	(b)

(c)
	Non-ill subjects

Minor or persons under guardianship
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	(b)   From parents or guardian

        (if subjects are minor)
	  FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2.
	Does the Study Involve:
	
	
	6.
	Will precautions be taken to protect
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	(a)

(b)
	Physical risk to the subjects 

Social risk
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	anonymity of subjects
	
	

	
	(c)

(d)
	Psychological risks to subjects 

Discomfort to subjects
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	7.
	Check documents being submitted herewith to Committee: 

	
	(e) 
	Invasion of privacy
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Umbrella proposal - Initially submit an with

	
	(f)
	Disclosure of information damaging to subject or others
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	overview (all other requirements will be

submitted with individual studies

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Protocol (Required) 

	3.
	Does the Study Involve: 
	
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Abstract Summary (Required)

	
	(a)
	Use of records (hospital, medical,     death or other)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Statement given or read to subjects on nature

of study, risks, types of questions to be asked,

	
	(b)
	Use of fetal tissue or abortus
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	and right to refuse to participate or withdraw)

	
	(c)
	Use of organs or body fluids
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	(Required

	
	
	
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Informed consent form for subjects

	4.
	Are Subjects Clearly Informed About:
	
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Informed consent form for parent or guardian

	
	(a)
	Nature and purposes of the study
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Procedure for maintaining confidentiality

	
	(b)
	Procedures to be followed including
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Questionnaire or interview schedule*

	
	(c)

(d)
	alternatives used 

Physical risk                            

Sensitive questions                  NA
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	*
	If the final instrument is not completed prior to review, the following information should be included in the abstract summary

	
	(e)

(f)


	Benefits to be derived

Right to refuse to participate or to

withdraw from study
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	1.
	A description of the areas to be covered in the questionnaire or interview which could be considered either sensitive or which would

	
	(g)
	Confidential handling of data
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	constitute an invasion of privacy

	
	(h)
	Compensation &/or treatment where

there are risks or privacy is involved  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	2.
	Example of the type of specific questions to be asked in the sensitive areas

	
	
	in any particular procedure          
	
	
	
	3.
	An indication as to when the questionnaire will be presented to the Committee for review
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Abstract Summary
The objectives of the study are to evaluate the quality of a new preschool program for poor rural children in Bangladesh, and assess children's cognitive development and school performance (specifically language and math) in subsequent years. Consequently, children between 5 and 8 years will be interviewed, along with their mothers, and classroom activities will be observed and rated.  Potential risks are minimal. Anonymity will be protected by not having the participant's name on the data forms, though a master list of names and codes will be kept in a locked cabinet for follow-up.  To maintain confidentiality, the interviews will be conducted in a private place of the mother's choosing, either at home or an unused school room. The mother's interview lasts 10 minutes; the child's 20 minutes.  Completed data forms will kept in a padlocked suitcase in the field until transferred to ICDDR,B.  Consent will first be obtained from the mothers, most of whom are illiterate.  Consequently the research assistant will read her the form, answer her questions, and obtain her signature or thumbprint.  Information is not to be withheld from the mother.  The benefits to mothers and children are not immediate.  However, my feedback with the results of the evaluation will lead to improvements in the cognitive stimulation provided by implementing organizations.  The measures I use provide them with age-appropriate goals for cognitive development and a mentally stimulating program.  Birth registration and immunization cards will be requested but are not necessary for participation; no medical records are required.

The methods and procedures are as follows: 

Part of the research entails evaluating the quality of SUCCEED preschools of Save the Children US from five districts where they are implemented by five different local partners.  A random sample of 6 preschools from each district will be observed for two days by two independent research assistants and rated on a 53-item Bangla measure.  

The main part of the research involves assessing the impact of SUCCEED preschool experience on primary school performance, by comparing language and math performance from three groups who have and have not participated in preschools. Performance of SUCCEED graduates will also be correlated with the quality of their primary school class.  For this part, children in grades 1, 2, and 3 will be tested on homemade tests derived from government competency objectives and internationally used standardized tests of literacy and math.  Reliability, validity and cultural relevance of these tests will be assessed before their use in the study.  To maintain confidentiality, all children will be tested individually in a private place by a research assistant trained to be friendly and encouraging.  Mothers will be individually interviewed to find out about the age, immunization status and health of her child and family demographics.  None of these questions is sensitive.  The SUCCEED graduates will be followed-up for 3 years, so a list must be kept confidentially matching name and code number.  This will be kept at the Centre in a locked file cabinet.  Consent will be obtained from the mothers for both themselves and their child to participate.  Children who refuse cannot be forced to take the test.

The Headmaster and/or Teacher consent form will be for the purpose of asking them questions about enrollment and absenteeism.  We also want permission to observe the classroom routine for two mornings.  For this we use a Bangla version of the Assessment of Practices in the Early Elementary Classroom.  
Verbal Consent Form – Mothers of SUCCEED and non-SUCCEED children

The non-governmental organization called [include name of NGO doing early childhood activities in that area] does early childhood development work in this area.  We have asked them if we can find out what children are learning in primary school.  Save the Children US is supporting our evaluation of education here.  That is why we are asking you if we can interview you and your child.  We are asking many mothers and children but we want to talk to each mother privately.  If you agree, there will be a short interview with you of about 10 minutes to find out about your children. We then have some questions to ask your child about what he/she learned. It may take about 20 minutes.  We also want to measure your child's height. 

No money will be given to you for participating in the interviews.  Your participation and cooperation is entirely voluntary.  It is your decision.  Your current and future participation in the school will not in any way be affected by your decision to do the interview or not do it.  Also you have the right not to answer any questions you do not want to. If you want, you may stop the interview and withdraw from the study.

There are no risks to you if you answer our questions and let your child answer the questions.  Nothing harmful will come from it.  We hope that the information we gather from all the interviews will help provide better educational activities in the coming years.  But the interviews won’t give your child any immediate benefit.

Although during the interviews I will write down some notes, you can fully rely on me to keep confidential your identity and the information you provide.  The papers containing the information will remain with us at ICDDR,B in a locked cabinet and no one except the people involved with this research will be able to see the information.  No other person from the village or the school will be able to look at the interview notes and your name will not be on the paper with the notes. We will use only a number to identify you. If you have any question you can ask me without hesitation. I am ready to answer all your questions.

Do you have any questions?
Yes – Answer questions,   No  -  Go to next question.

Do you agree that you and your child will participate in the interviews?  


No -  Thank you.  Leave.


Yes –  Continue with the interviews.

The interviewer will complete this section: 

This consent form was read to her and all the questions have been answered and she has agreed to give an interview herself and let her child participate.  Date: ______

Signature of the interviewer: _______________________________  Code: __  __  __

Signature or thumb stamp of the mother ____________________________

Written Consent Form – Headmasters and Teachers

The non-governmental organization called [include name of NGO doing early childhood activities in that area] does early childhood development work in this area.  We have asked them if we can find out what children are learning in primary school.  Save the Children US is supporting our evaluation of education here.  That is why we want to ask you a few questions about enrollment and absenteeism and observe some of the classrooms during regular class time. We do not want to disrupt the class routine in any way, so I will sit in a back corner and simply watch.

No money will be given to you for participating in the interviews.  Your participation and cooperation is entirely voluntary.  It is your decision.  Also you have the right not to answer any questions you do not want to or to stop the interview and withdraw from the study.

There are no risks to you if you answer our questions and let your classroom be observed.  Nothing harmful will come from it.  We hope that the information we gather from all the classrooms will help provide better educational activities in the coming years.  

Although during the interviews I will write down some notes, you can fully rely on me to keep confidential the identity of the school and the information you provide.  The papers containing the information will remain with us at ICDDR,B in a locked cabinet and no one except the people involved with this research will be able to see the information – not the government and not the organizations.  No other person from the village or the school will be able to look at the interview notes and your name will not be on the paper with the notes. We will use only a number to identify you. If you have any question you can ask me without hesitation. I am ready to answer all your questions.

Do you have any questions?
Yes – Answer questions,   No  -  Go to next question.

Do you agree to participate in the interview and the observation?  


No -  Thank you.  Leave.


Yes –  Continue with the observation and then interview.

The interviewer will complete this section: 

This consent form was read or given to person and all the questions have been answered , and she/he has agreed to give an interview and allow the classroom observation.  Date: ______

Signature of the interviewer: _______________________________  Code: __  __  __


Signature of the headmaster/teacher  ____________________________

Mother Interview – Family Demographics

Child code # ______________________
Sex _____
Village _______________

Date _________________________



Interviewer ___________________

I have some questions to ask about you and your household.

1. Who lives in the household?   Relation to you?
Sex?
Age?
Educ?
Occupation?


You

____
____
____
____

Notes: 



    Husband?

____
____
____
____

educ = number of years of schooling      ___________
____
____
____
____

occup = rickshaw=1, wage labourer =2   _____________
_____
_____
_____
_____

farmer=3, fisherman=4,
        _____________
_____
_____
_____
_____

merchant=5 professional=6,      ___________
____
____
____
____

gov't=7  housewife = 0    
      ___________
____
____
____
____

2. What is your religion?  Muslim=1   Hindu=2   Christian=3   other = 4

3.  Do you have an activity that brings money or goods? N=0  Y (specify)_______________

4. Which of the following do you have in your household?


Table N   Y;
Chair  N   Y;
Almirah  N   Y;   Bed/cot  N    Y;
Clock/watch  N   Y;


Latrine  N   Y;    Bicycle  N   Y;   Tube well  N   Y;   Radio  N   Y; Electricity  N   Y;


Television  N   Y.

5.  Do you own a homestead?    N    Y

Do you own land for production?   N    Y

6.  How much say do you have in deciding:

a. what food to give your children?

_____

b. what medical care to seek if someone is sick?_____

c. whether to send your child to school?
_____

7.  Have you ever attended a meeting of the Parent-Teacher Association?   N   Y ( #_____

Have you ever attended a meeting of the School Management Committee? N   Y ( #___

Have you ever gone to the school of this child?  N   Y ( #____

Have you heard of SUCCEED and their literacy activities?  N   Y (  which ones?

____________________________________________________________________

Have you gone to any of the SUCCEED meetings or activities?  N   Y (  which ones?

____________________________________________________________________

Mother Interview about School-age Child
Child code # ______________________
Sex _____
Village _______________

Date _________________________



Interviewer ___________________

Now I would like to ask you some questions about your child _________________.

**  Give the child a package of biscuits to eat now.

1.  What grade is _________ in now?  not in school    Grade 1     Grade 2     Grade 3

2.  Has your child missed any school in the past 2 weeks?  N    Y ( _____ days

3.  What is the birth date? dd/mm/yy   _____/______/______

Can you show me an immunization card or a birth registration card?  Imm  or Birth

If not, help identify exact birth date with a Bangla calendar. 

4.  Has your child received any immunizations?  N
Y [ask to see card]  Record from card N  Y


BCG
DPT  1  2  3

Polio
1  2  3

Measles

BCG against TB usually in left shoulder, causes a scar; Polio drops in the mouth; DPT an injection given in the thigh or buttocks sometimes at same time as drops; Measles 9-12 mo

5.  Did your child ever receive Vitamin A drops?   N = 0      Y = 1

6.  Do you know what iodized salt is?  N   Y       Is your salt iodized?  N = 0    DK = 0    Y = 1

7. Where do you get your family's drinking water? _______________ 

pond, stream, groundwater = 0     well, hand pump, tap = 1

8. Where do your children defecate?  

field, bushes, all-purpose pond = 0        land or hanging latrine = 1

9. Has your child been sick in the past one week?  N   Y




with diarrhea (loose, watery stools 3x per day)   N = 1     Y = 0




with cough, rapid or difficult breathing   N = 1    Y = 0




with fever        N = 1     Y = 0

10.  Disability questions:  Do you know any children in this village who have the problem I will describe for you?  

1.  N  or
Y (   How many? #_____


6.  N
Y   #_____

2.  N
Y   #_____




7.  N
Y    #_____

3.  N
Y   #_____




8.  N
Y    #_____

4.  N
Y   #_____




9.  N
Y    #_____

5.  N
Y   #_____




10. N
Y    #_____

11. May I take the height of your child now?  [Take twice to check]  _____ cm   ______ cm

Child Disability: Ten Questions (modification of UNICEF's)

1. Do you know a child who was slow to walk (only after the age of 2)?

2. Do you know a child who has difficulty seeing, either in the daytime or at night? 

3. Do you know a child who has difficulty hearing? If yes, Can the child hear at all? 

4. Do you know a child who does not seem to understand simple things? If you ask her to bring you a cup (but you don’t point), she doesn't understand?

5. Do you know a child over 2 years who has difficulty in walking or moving her arms or she has weakness and/or stiffness in the arms or legs?  (e.g. She needs help walking. She cannot use her hands to pick things up.)

6. Do you know a child who sometimes has fits, becomes rigid, or loses consciousness? 

7. Do you know a child who cannot learn to do things like other children her age? 

If yes, Can you tell me about something she seems to have difficulty learning? Does the informant give an example? [if so, write it down]

8. Do you know a child over 2 years who cannot speak at all (cannot say any recognizable words)?

9. Do you know a child whose speech is in any way different from normal  (not clear enough to be understood by people other than her immediate family)? 

10. Do you know a child who appears in any way mentally backward, dull or slow (e.g. she acts like a much younger child)?

Examples of School Achievement Items for grade 1

1. Show coloured pencils.  Which one Blue? 0    1   What colour is this one?  0    1

2.  Draw a circle on this paper using a pencil.   0    1

[use back side of this page]


Draw a triangle.    0    1

3.  What is this letter?        0    1

    What is this letter?      0    1 [see bottom of page]

How do you write the letter ___?     0    1
How do you write ____?    0    1

4.  How do you write your name?      0    1

5.  What is this number?  3       0    1

What is this number?  15    0    1  [bottom]


How do you write the number 4?    0    1
How do you write the number 12?    0    1

6. Ask the arithmetic questions:

a.  Here are some rabbits. Which one is the BIGGEST? Point to it.   
0    1

b.  Here are some trees.  Which one is the TALLEST? 


0    1

c.  Here are some sticks.  Which is the LONGEST?


0    1

d.  Here are some boxes with stars in them. Which box as the MOST stars? 
0    1

e.  Here are some children. Which child is the SHORTEST?

0    1

f. These bowls have some apples in them. Which bowls have the

SAME number of applies? Show them to me.

0    1

7a. Place 2 stones side by side a little apart. How many stones are there?
0    1

b. Place 4 stones in a row a bit apart. How many are there? 

Count them with your finger Count them all.


0    1

c. Place 9 stones in a row. Count these stones with your finger.
0    1

d. [keep 9 stones] Now give me all the stones except FOUR. 

Leave four of the stones here on the table.


0    1

8a. Mina has 3 bananas. She eats 2 of them. How many does she have left?   
0    1

b. How many are 2 children and 3 children?



0    1

9a.  What part of your body is used to hear?   ____________
0    1

b. Why is that before eating people clean their hands with soap and water?________
0    1

c. Why do people chew their food before swallowing?


__________________________________________________   0   1

d.  Name 3 parts of a tree? ___________   ___________   ___________
0     1

e. Why is it dangerous for children to play with matches? _____________________   0     1
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Let mother choose verbal answer; Record corresponding number:


no say, someone else decides=0


some say, along with someone else=1


almost all the decision is mine=2
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