
over the first 24 hours; no further antibiotics were given. There were four thera-
peutic failures in the first seven patients treated in this manner. A second regimen
in which the total 24 hour dose of tetracycline (1 gm in adult and 500 gms in
children) was given once daily for 4 days was tried on 21 patients. There were
two therapeutic failures. It would appear that the time honoured six hourly
administration of tetracycline over several days will achieve more consistent
results than these "crash" programs.

A relatively high incidence of bacteriologic relapses (4-23%) was noted
even in the six-hourly regimen given for 72 hours in all antibiotic groups. It is
still unknown whether more prolonged therapy for 5 to 7 days will reduce or
eliminate bacteriological recurrences. In such relapsed cases, vibrios from stool
cultures taken on admission and late in the course of patients illness were tested
for quantitative in vitro sensetivity to the antibiotics employed. Resistance to the
organism did not develop. A reduction in stool volume was apparent within
a few hours of the administration of tetracycline. Statistically significant differ-
ences were observed within 13 to 21 hours.

/' PRESENT TREND OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS IN RURAL
EAST PAKISTAN

K.M.A. AZIZ, W.H. MOSLEY, AND MD. FAHIMUDDIN

Pakistan-SEATO Cholera Research Laboratory, Dacca-5

Census was obtained in September, 1964 covering a population of about
twenty thousand rural people under MatIab police station of Comilla district
in East Pakistan. Population figures of 1961 are shown compared against the
figures collected by the present authors in 1964. During the census done in 1964
for each family a census sheet was completed after a family to family inquiry.
Every such census sheet included information regarding the name, age, sex of
each member of the family. After six months of the completion of census work
done in September, 1964 information was obtained regarding birth and death
covering a six-month period from the same above mentioned population group.
From this population group information regarding birth and death are being
collected ona daily inquiry basis. This paper will include charts related to birth
and death extending the period of study till the presentation of this paper. y

I

Besides the presentation of variety of trends in births and deaths this paper
will give hint to certain patterns in the births and deaths which are prevalent in
rural Easi Pakistan.
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