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As part of the overall field trial of Wyeth 21201 Cholera Toxoid, each
volunteer from every 33rd family included in the fleld trial was bled by
finger-stick for assessment of vibriocidal and antitoxin antibodies.
Samples were collected as one hundted lambda of finger-stick whole blood
and diluted in 90Q lambda of sterije normal saline in the field. The
blood cells were gpun down from this initlal one to ten dilution,
Diluted sefum was decanted and frogen until assay for vibriocjdal
activity using thq{micro—titer technique and antitoxin titer using
haemagluttination, !
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Overall, the data aralleled previous reports from this laborqtory.
Vibriocidal levels in both the ‘toxoid and placebo groups were similar
in each age groupy Younger children had lower vibriocidal titers than
did older children or adults and. younger children had higher antitoxin
titers than older children-and adults, The vibriocidal response of
placebs immunized patients did not’change significantly confirming the
obsexvation of others that the toxoid contained 1ittle, if any, somatic
antigen. Geometric mean antitoxin titers were considerably lower than

. titers observed in the preliminaryﬂstudies of a similar toxoid one year

earlier in village Meharan, althoughlaverage titers were considerably
elevated over baseline, - . A 1
The haemagluttination technique for assay of antitoxin proved to be an
efficient although rather insensitive test, Because of the low level of
sensitivity (in the neighborhood of 12 antitoxin units per ml,) the
estimates of geometric mean titers for the baseline period are not
available. However, sufficiently high antitoxin titers were developed
in each of the three, age groups in response to two injectlions of
toxoid to confirm adequate elevation: of antitoxin antibodies,
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