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Oral rehydration solution (ORS) prepared at home has been-advocatsan
fqr the prevention. and treatment of dehydration due to watery diarrhqea.
One”continuing concern, however, is the variation in concentrations.pf
giuﬁose.and electrolytes, especially sodium which mayfcause.hypo—orﬂ.
hypematraemia in patients of the paediatric age grouﬁ.

Since 1978,‘the Biochemistry Laboratory at ICDDR, B has beén.
involved in testing the sodium content of ORS collected from six prqjeéts
located in various parts of Bangladesh. These projects has set different
éténdards for the electrolyte content of 6RS, the ingredients were obt.use
from:vérious sources, and training provided also differed. The soli:-
collecfed for testing were obtained from two weeks to up to w0 ye:
training. The percent of solutions high in sodium content { » 120 u
’?aﬁqu from 1.4% to. 20% and the coefficients of variatiuv. =~ .¢ 2%% .-
Hhiie-no single factor could be identifiedvas the principat «:ieim
gbiﬁtibn.éafety, important considerations were accuracy and cealic:t

6fhéhé'me35urement of water and quality of training.
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