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Fifty childron below 5% years of age suffecing from
acuta diasrhoen of varying esiclogy were subjecied to nea-
suramant &f mear teansike tioe in order to determine its
celationship wilh the absorgzich of nitrvogen, fat and ca-
lories., After initial intrawvenous nydration Fhe patlents
were fed a charcoal marker and the tine taken for its
appearance in ttonl was cénsidered as the transit time.
Tact meal consistiag of Foniliar iterns of Food were alco
offered at the uzual mesl Limg, The stwdy was ropeated ac
three wee<s aiter recgvery,

The mean transit times during the acute =tage and
afrer recovery respectively in cholera wore: (.4 {£ 1.7}
ve 15,5 (+ 10.6]; in ETEC: 5.4 (1 :.5] vs 10.6 (1 7.61;
in rotavicus @ 5.2 [+ 3.5] vs 10,6 i# 7.6) and in diarr-
hoeal diszase of multlpie dotinlpgies was 4.2 [i 1.7) vy
12.6 [+ 7.2} hours. It the acute stages of all asticlegles
the resulcs ind_cate that there were sigrilficantly laess
absorption of all autrients #ikh shorter Lrapgit time and
vice wevrsa. Alee there wore signif:cant improvement of

ab2arption durling the comvalescent pericd compared to ]:'f_g,f_,
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