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Shigellosis infection in Dacgs L3 approximately 0%. But ag
7664 of ull the hospitalized Shipedlusis cases are children
belus the ape of 5 years it cun b2 said a pediatric dizease,
Peaple of the lowest income prouops are most aFfecteq, Secondary
lnfootion, with'n Eamilies of elinivu] ¢pses, has vanged from
26-23%. In hespitalivad eases, cthe merizlity rate: for sovere
cages were 4,.9-7.1%, L0-15 tiwes higher than in ¢helers indi-
catiig that gimple veawdratien is inwdequate, In view of this
morsality ond the xeality of very poor sanitation in Dacca
city, we elotten to determing whether 1 simple intervention
wilhout ather changes in the emviromoent or in the community
might effectively prévent disease, landwashing with seap and
water was chosen as simple and pessilly gffertive.

dn the basis ef oal-ures, cas2: and controls were selected
from the hrspltel for a 10 day fellow wp. Aps, secial economis
stites and neiplbourheods were watchad in selecting ¢ontrols,
-3 picecs of Leth seap and 2-3 cavthern pitrhers werg pro-
vided to the stedy fanilles, Memlers were advised to wash
hitrwls with soap und water hxfare menls, fompl iance wys
checked by vhserving decvensed size ol the 520 aml water
usage. Daily cectal penbs of pemlers were ghrained for
gulture.

The ovaerll sozandary infeebion rate in thr stuly grocp wus
2% id the contol growp 314, The secundary case rate ir the
studs growy was 2% and {n control group 15%. These initial
resuits suppest an effect of a simplc ond inexpensive irter-
venizon that is casily understood and implemented by fanilies
srep in adverse envirenments,



